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SUPERIOR COURT

NO.: ___________
Ann F. Doe and Charles B. Doe
v.

AAA Shops, Inc.; BBB 620, Inc.; 

CCC Realty Corporation; and, DDD Farms, Inc.

Motion TO sEAL
NOW COME the Plaintiffs and state as follows: 

1.
Exhibits A and B to the accompanying Assented-To for Approval of Fees and Expenses are confidential and subject to the attorney-client privilege.  Exhibit A is Plaintiffs’ fee agreement with undersigned.  Exhibit B itemizes the fees and expenses due under the terms of the fee agreement and further discloses the terms of the settlement, which are confidential.


2.
Under Petition of Keene Sentinel, 136 N.H. 121 (1992), the following principles govern this request for relief:


a. Movant bears the burden of proof;

b. This Court must review each document to determine if there is a sufficiently compelling reason to justify preventing public access to it;

c. This Court must determine that no reasonable alternative to non-disclosure exists; and

d. The least restrictive means of preserving confidentiality must be selected. Id., pp. 129-30.


3.
Compelling reasons justify sealing of the Exhibits.  Settled law protects attorney-client communications, see Bennett v. ITT Hartford Group, 150 N.H. 753, 761 (2004).


4.
No reasonable alternative to non-disclosure exists.  Confidentiality cannot be maintained if disclosure is made.  


5.
The least restrictive means available for protecting this information is to seal the Exhibits.


6.
The Exhibits should be sealed to preserve the confidentiality of the settlement, as well as information covered by the attorney/client privilege and work product doctrines.

7.
Counsel for Defendants other than AAA Shop advised that they assent to this motion.  Undersigned was not able to reach counsel for AAA Shop.

8.
A Proposed Order is attached as Exhibit A.


WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court: 


A.
Issue an Order in the form of the attached Proposed Order;


B.
Seal Exhibits A and B to the Motion for Approval of Fees and Expenses; and


C.
Grant such other relief as is just.
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